AMERICANS   ALL

on land, air, or sea. Chekalov, Baidukov, and Beliakov
made their sixty-three-hour dash over the Pole on tea
and lemon, then polished off two bottles of brandy
after they had landed, as an " appetizer " for a hearty
breakfast, and started kidding everybody, including the
camera-men and the Associated Press reporters. We
gave three cheers and took them to our hearts.1

An additional, more serious reason Americans liked
their achievement is that numbers of Americanized
Russians are "tops" and popular in American air
circles. Sikorsky and Seversky are famous " American "
names. Igor Sikorsky, at Bridgeport, Connecticut, who
became a naturalized American in 1929, built and
flew the first multi-motor, developed the United Air
Craft Corporation, and produced some of the biggest
multi-motored amphibians which the American Navy
now flies. Eighty of the best American bombers were
built by Alexander Seversky, the "one-legged flyer,"
whose New York-New Orleans flight broke three speed
records. Out at Farmingdale, Long Island, he is special-
izing in speed 'planes. While these two names are
American household words, almost American common
nouns, there are a dozen other Russians, nearly all
naturalized Americans, whose names are famous in
their own technical aviation fields, including Michael
and Serge Gluhareff, Michael Gregor, Korvan Kru-
hovsky, Michael Watters, George de Bothezat, Illya
L Islamoff, Alexander Kartveli, A. A, Toochkoff,
A. Pishvanov, Serge Tchemesoff, Paul A. Samoilo.

1 The story of this flight is told by Baidukov in Over the North
Pale (Harrap).
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